Executive Summary

Construction of RCC bridge and its approach road at 57.20 chainage on Dabhari
Chakla Ghat to Kosi embankment (near spur) road project

Social impact assessment is mainly done to draw up the potential socioeconomic and
environmental impacts of land acquisition prior to any policy planning or development projects.
This retrospective assessment is done in light of national or concerned state land acquisition
rules by an independent and impartial body, before acquisition of land from landowners by the
government for public purposes. The basic purpose of this type of assessment is to invite
objections and suggestions from individuals and families affected by the land acquisition in the
project area and accordingly government has to be informed about the same. District
administration, Supaul has shown its interest in Anugrah Narayan Singh Institute of Social
Sciences, Patna for Social Impact assessment of under construction RCC bridge and its approach
road project at 57.20 chainage on Dabhari Chakla Ghat to Kosi embankment (near spur) road.

Details of study area

According to the documents provided by the concerned department responsible for the
execution of the project (Bihar Kosi Basin Development Project) BKBDP, there is proposal to
acquire 1.664 acre of land at Dabhari Chakla Mauza under this project. Most of the land
ownership of these plots is of joint in nature. If these family units are counted, according to the
standards of the Land Acquisition Act 2013, then this number can reach more than 77.

Objective

The main objective of this study is to comprehensively access the socio-economic impacts of
land acquisition on project affected families. The specific objectives of the social impact
assessment study are as follows:-

l. To identify the directly or indirectly affected families or stakeholders like land
owner, shareholder, agriculture labor, non agriculture labor, sailor, shopkeeper etc.
as per the Land Acquisition act,

Il. To prepare socioeconomic and demographic profile of stakeholders, project affected
people and their families.

Il. To understand socioeconomic impacts on the project affected people.

V. Formulation of cost-benefit analysis of the project.

V. To evaluate people’s views regarding rehabilitation and resettlement scheme.



Methodology of study

To fulfill the objective of the study, both primary and secondary data have been collected.
Secondary facts were compiled from census reports and other office documents to prepare a
brief outline of the project area. Collection of primary data was done through structured
interview schedule, focused group discussion, case study and discussion with officials. Census
approach was adopted to identify the affected families and the data collected was analyzed by
applying statistical techniques like rate, ratio etc.

Background profile, framework and effect of project

It is clear from the findings of the study that, 1.664 acre of land under Mauja, Dabhari Chakla is
required to be acquired for this project and 17 respondents from 30 plots have expressed their
views regarding impacts on them due to land acquisition. Most of the land ownership of these
plots is of joint type. The people affected by the project have also said that after getting the
compensation for the land acquisition as per the Land Acquisition Act 2013, they will settle
among their family units. As per the norms of the Land Acquisition Act, the no of household
units among 17 respondents is more than 77 who are directly affected. Most of the families
depend mainly on agriculture for their livelihood. Mainly food crops are being produced, in
which wheat, paddy, maize, moong and patua are the key produce. Some of the affected
families have migrated for employment. The women of the affected families are mostly
engaged in domestic work.

It is also clear from the study of the effects of land acquisition on individuals and families that
under this project, the construction work of RCC bridge and approach road at 57.20 chainage of
Kosi embankment (near spur) road of Dabhari Chakla Ghat will have positive impact on the local
communities, traffic will be easy as well as comfortable and movement of people will increase.
The prices of land in this area will also increase accordingly.

Mitigation measures

The economic loss of land acquisition may not be the same for all raiyats. Henceforth, timely
payment of compensation and availability of alternative employment opportunities for the
weaker sections will prove to be effective in removing the mental stress due to land acquisition
and the worry of receiving compensation of the land owners.

Although the negative effects of land acquisition may be experienced in the short run during
the construction of the project, however, in long run its socio-economic effects will be positive
and will prove to be transformative for the lives of the people there.



Public Hearing

Under Section-5 of the Land Acquisition Act, 2013, the public hearing program was organized
on 12.07.2022 at Panchayat Sarkar Bhawan, Bairiya. The date and place of the said public
hearing was decided by the DM, Supaul by letter number 342 / BHU dated 29.06.2022.

Suggestion

The following suggestions may be considered during the land acquisition process: —

e Assessment of land value :  Minimum Value Register (M.V.R.) needs to
be updated.
e Alignment / recalibration : The alignment should be clear on the

ground. There is a need to re-measure the
acquired land before disbursement of
compensation.

e Asset record management/ updation :  Land-records should be updated.
e Prompt payment of compensation :  Compensation may be paid as soon as
possible.

Ensuring timely payment of compensation
is expected.
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